The Burkes Pass Heritage Trust Newsletter – August 2005

Work Party – Saturday 1st October 9.30 am

Bring gardening gear, enquiries contact Jane 03 348 1531 email jbatch@clear.net.nz
Weevil be There

Hiding out in the base of Burkes Pass speargrass has been the long presumed extinct Canterbury knobbled weevil otherwise known as Hadramphus tuberculatus who was rediscovered recently by a masters student studying the genus Aciphylla (Spaniards or speargrasses). The weevil measures 1.8 cm in length so is not to be sniffed at. This discovery has been described as one of the most significant entymological finds of the last 50 years. How special is that for Burkes Pass!

Limestone Water Trough

This ancient old stone trough dating from the days of horse drawn vehicles and bullock wagons is in need of care and protection. Plans to do this are underway and information about it is being sought with the idea of presenting it in a permanent display in conjunction with the proposed bus shelter transformation. Funding is currently being sought for this project.

Needham Church Organ

This original 19th century organ that was the original instrument in the Burkes Pass church has been conserved and skilfully restored by the South Island Organ Company in Timaru. It is all set for many years of future use and enjoyment. The other organ that was made by Estey is now having its turn for a ‘makeover’ thankfully liposuction will not be required apparently.

Cabbage Tree Flat

Earlier this year the Christchurch Branch of the BPHT had a very successful working bee to re-pot 300 cabbage trees destined for planting at Burkes Pass. These are looking very healthy and vigorous so thankyou to Liz Elliott, Colin Harman, Peggy Kelly, Bill Sykes, Caroline Thomson, David Reynolds, Prue Clark, Ilena and Bruce Alexander, Graham Batchelor, and to Nan and Graham Thomson for having us and providing a growing on site for the trees. 

‘Pass to Pub’ Donation

Many thanks to Pass to Pub Promotions for sharing the proceeds of their very successful event held in March this year. They sent a cheque for $500 that was very welcome and much appreciated. In our household it has become a major social fixture to fill the cottage and grounds with visitors for this highly enjoyable bike ride each year. Entry forms are available from The Cyclery, Timaru, and website is www.thecyclery.co.nz
John Waters

Our thoughts and hearts go out to Ruth and the Waters family after John’s sudden accidental death recently. We are all stunned in disbelief and relieved only by memories of John bringing ‘The Bright side of Life’ to us all. 

Angie Reynolds

The Burkes Pass Heritage Trust has enjoyed Angie’s cheerful support and kindness and she was a great morale booster when husband David became a Trustee in the formative stages of the Trust. When she died in May this year she will be remembered for yet another one of her unforgettable contributions to the local Fairlie-Mackenzie community.

John Anderson and Elm Tree Cottage

John has left a major legacy to the Burkes Pass area. He put years of his life, together with his wife Jennifer, into restoring one of the cob cottages at the Pass, once known as Whyte’s cottage. He died earlier this year and he will greatly missed as a neighbour and for his support of the work of this Trust. He leaves a unique asset in the cottage which few would have had the courage to tackle in its previous run down state. He was one of life’s characters with a PhD in recycling, able to spot a bargain at 100 paces and finding usefulness in just about anything, 

Email addresses

Send me an email if you would like to receive your newsletter electronically, saves postage and trees if you are computer inclined.

Burkes Pass – The Italian Connection

Photo

Burkes Pass met with Pievebovigliana when Graham and I visited this mountain village in the central Italian province of Le Marche this year. The small historic village, in an area of magnificent scenery close to a national park and high peaks is home to the Angelo’s who straddle the year between Italy and the Pass. Who needs to speak Italian once you have mastered pizza, gelato (their delicious fresh fruit flavoured ice-cream), and porchetta (spit roast pork stuffed with fennel and a chunk of crackling in a fresh crusty bread roll – yum)? A ready smile and a lot of hand gestures was all we needed to feel very welcome in this place which for some of the older people have good memories of New Zealanders including a Maori Battalion stationed here during WW2.

