The Burkes Pass Heritage Trust Newsletter – December 2005

Christmas Carol Service – St Patricks, Burkes Pass

Saturday  17th December  7pm.

Did you know?

· That Burkes Pass was once known as Cabbage Tree Flat
· That the ‘ti kouka’ or NZ cabbage tree is the largest tree lily known.

· ‘ti kouka’was an important  source of food , fibre and shelter for Maori and is a Kiwi icon in NZ art, literature and landscape

· The heads of cabbage ‘palms’ were used to fight fire by the first Rollesby run- holders  recorded in‘Crusts’ by Lawrence Kennaway.

· Edward Lear was thinking of NZ cabbage trees when he wrote the Owl and the Pussy -cat journeyed for a year and a day ‘to the land where the Bong-Tree grows’

· Read more in ‘Dancing Leaves ‘ by Philip Simpson a Montana NZ Book award winner 2001.

Gift of Cabbage trees

Cabbage trees have returned to Burkes Pass and were planted at Labour weekend in fenced areas as a vista from the township across the Opihi at the Rollesby Rd corner.

Thanks to

· Trees for Canterbury for the plants and Southern Trust for the fencing materials.

· Munro family for permitting use of their paddock

· Max Willets- Chief engineer/hole digger/irrigator for this project . (Graham and I were impressed by his dedication in driving from Timaru for days on end to help us.)

· Ivan Eason for lending his tractor and post driver.
· Barwoods for transporting mulch.

Tussock Planting

Our annual roadside planting on the 1st October  put 200 more tussocks in the  township entrance areas reinforcing for motorists that they are entering ‘our zone’. Planters this year included John Capstick,, Don and Joyce Binney, Liz Elliott, Margaret Walter, Max Willets, Graham and myself. 

Thanks to Transit NZ for funding the tussocks as part of the township road modifications, and Whitestone for the traffic management assistance on the day.

Significant Happenings

· Restoration of both the vintage church organs is now complete and they are ready for use for another 100 years. The South Island Organ company did an excellent job and it was made possible by generous funding from the Lion Foundation, The Southern Trust, Mid and South Canterbury Community Trust and all those who gave individual donations.

· Recently, the Cowan family reunion mustered about 90 members from various parts of the country and overseas to visit their roots in Burkes Pass. Andrew Cowan was a very community minded individual who took leadership at various times on the Mt Cook Roads Board, Burkes Pass Church committee, school committee and Highland pipe band.

· Community Post has come up trumps for us again in assisting with post paid envelopes

· The MDC has supported the listing of the limestone water trough as a heritage item on their schedule and have approved a financial contribution from their heritage fund for restoration and protection. This is anticipated as part of  the transformation of the former bus shelter to a musterers hut and interpretation stop on the walkway. 
In 1859 Edward Dobson reported to the Provincial Council…. ‘the township grew round the first accommodation house on what was known as Cabbage Tree Flat’……Officially this became known as Burkes Pass for on 18 January 1874   an acre of land for a road board office and ten acres for a public pound were reserved there…” (‘South Canterbury a Record of Settlement’, O.A.Gillespie,1958.)

